
MINUTES OF THE 8TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

OF THE 

BRONTE VILLAGE RESIDENTSÆ ASSOCIATION

June 23, 2011

at Walton Memorial United Church


A quorum was reached at 6:45 p.m. and the meeting was called to order by the President, Laurie McGinn at 7:10 p.m.

1. Welcome and Introduction: The President greeted the members and thanked them for the excellent turnout. She introduced the BVRA board:  John McMullen, Dale Walden, Lorraine Quast and John Leard.

2. Guest Speaker:   Ms Dana Anderson, Town of Oakville Director of Planning. The President introduced Ms Anderson and explained to the members that Ms Anderson had two other commitments on this evening and therefore the AGM would Endeavour to excuse her at a reasonable time.  Ms Anderson took the floor and gave a concise and informative overview of the Bronte Village Mall (BVM) for the members. She took questions from the floor at the end of her presentation (see addendum A). After many questions the President thanked Ms Anderson for her time and expertise and said the issues brought forward in the questions would be addressed by the BVRA executive at future meetings. She invited the members to ask questions on the BVRA web site which would be forwarded to Town Staff.

3. 2010 AGM Minutes:   Moved by Mr. Toews, seconded by Mr. Brown that the minutes of the previous AGM be accepted. Carried.

4. Presidents Report:  The President explained that the Executive took advantage of the absence of large issues to work on governance issues. This took several forms. 

Particular issues were: 

-the web site has become an excellent resource thanks to the work of Dale Walden. The membership is encouraged to use this access to a variety of issues in Bronte and to the Executive. 

-the Executive met with the Bronte Historical Society to learn of their goals and shared interests.

-there was input into the development planning of the Burloak Employment Lands or Teardrop by John McMullen and other residents with the effect that Town Staff reached agreement with the developer prior to an OMB hearing.

-participation in ongoing discussions of Bronte Harbour development was maintained by John McMullen who also sits with the Bronte Harbour Stake holders group.

-the BVRA hosted a successful All Candidates meeting for the municipal election.

-the Mayor’s Breakfast forum is regularly attended by John McMullen.

-the Lakeshore Road West improvements were monitored and local concerns brought to Town Staff when needed.

-the issue of Cell Phone Towers was introduced to the BVRA by the excellent work of residents in Ward 2. The proposed tower at Hopedale Mall was withdrawn. The BVRA will need to be vigilant about future towers and their effect due to the lack of significant government oversight.

The governance of the Board was addressed through a very helpful and informative workshop and assessment conducted by Mr. Dave Sheridan a Bronte resident and professional planning facilitator. His expertise was suggested and coordinated by Lorraine Quast. The 5 main goals identified through this process are:


a) To increase the Association profile in Bronte;


b) Increase membership;

c) Improve and expand networking opportunities with other   Bronte stake holder groups and leaders;

d) Fine tune the Organizational working framework and
   structure i.e. redrafting the bylaws;

e) Provide leadership for residents in key planning/
   development issues.

While the BVRA was founded to deal with the challenge of inappropriate development, it has grown to become a forum to address a wide range of local issues. This can be furthered by the efforts of the new Board and with the participation of the membership through reciprocal communication on the web site.

The Board developed a new mission statement which reads:


The Bronte Village Residents Association (BVRA) is a non-profit association that represents the views of its members
by:



1. protecting Bronte’s character, charm and waterfront;



2. fostering and promoting community spirit; and



3. respecting the heritage of Bronte.

Moved by Linda Oliver, seconded by M Johansen that the mission statement be adopted as read.  Carried.

5. Treasurer’s Report:   The Auditors panel confirmed the accuracy of the report. Moved by Ms Stewart, seconded by Mr. Toews that the report be accepted.  Carried.

6. Election to the Board:      The President identified the open positions as: Vice President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer and Director at Large. She then passed the chair to Mary Cassidy who called for nominations by position.


-for Vice President: Linda Oliver was nominated by Laurie 

     McGinn, seconded by John McMullen.            Acclaimed.

-for Recording Secretary: Patrick Farkas was nominated by John McMullen, seconded by Lorraine Quast. Acclaimed.


-for Treasurer: Marnie Piggot was nominated by Helen 



Vallender, Seconded by Laurie McGinn.         Acclaimed.


-for Director at Large: Lorraine Quast was nominated by John 
Leard, Seconded by Mr. Toews. Acclaimed.

The new Board members each gave a brief address to the members.  Ms Cassidy was thanked by the President who declared that the new Board was the first with a full complement. There was general applause.

7. Halton Fresh Food Initiative:    Linda Oliver introduced this social justice program that makes low cost, local produce food boxes available to all Bronte residents. This monthly program is run by volunteers with the objective of supporting the community. Mike Lansdown gave a testimonial to the excellent value and quality of the contents of the boxes which include recipes. The next Bronte drop off is the Church of the Epiphany at 141 Bronte Road on July 19 and more information can be had by calling 905 847 4015 or through the BVRA web site.

8. Comments form the Floor:    Mike Lansdown expressed his concern about the future of the democratic process in Oakville because the Mayor had eliminated all Advisory Committees with the effect that only Council could put items on its agenda thereby making it more difficult for the public to bring issues to Council for debate. 

The President agreed that this was a concern and would place the item on the agenda for our next Board meeting.

Andy Bruce asked if the BVRA met with other Residents Assoc. The President said that Ms Dana Anderson, Director of Planning had tried to establish a Residents Association Summit but had been unsuccessful to date. The BVRA will further this important idea. Mr. Bruce said he would be glad to advise the Board.

A new member said that the mobile sign on Lakeshore Road was the first that she had heard of the BVRA and asked if other venues had been thought of to promote awareness. The President mentioned several information outlets that had been used and reminded the membership that increasing awareness was an important goal for the Board.

A member asked if the financial statement indicated that membership had decreased. Dale Walden explained that a 2 for 1 dues scheme had been tried and this appeared to be a decline in membership. He said the BVRA was actually growing and at present there were 87 members. 

Mr. Toews suggested that word of mouth was a very important resource and encouraged every member to talk to their neighbours about the BVRA.

A member suggested that Channel 23, Cogeco Community channel might be interested in BVRA content.

A question was raised about when the next meeting would be. At present the AGM is the only scheduled meeting but others could be called if any issue warranted it. Lorraine Quast reminded members of the importance of responding to email inquiries from the Board when issues were under consideration.

Mike Lansdown asked if the Board would tackle the issue of a diminished tax base. He explained that in the Employment Lands and further up Burloak the Town was approving large one storey development. This was not only an inefficient use of land, but also the lack of density lessened the potential tax income on 

prime land with the result that residents carried more of the tax burden. This increased the infrastructure short fall which would become a major issue. The President said that this would be discussed at a future Board meeting. 

The President thanked the members and closed the meeting at 8:40 p.m. to general applause.
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