Bronte Village Residents Association 

Year in Review 2010

Over the last year, your Board has discussed many issues that affect Bronte. Through a combination of Town of Oakville Committee Agendas, the Town of Oakville Website and statutory notices, we have monitored proposed developments. The Board has also responded to queries from members and the general public.

Some issues continue from previous years, and others have been resolved or are still pending. Your BVRA website has details about all of these.  It can be found at: www.brontevillageresidents.com
Oakville Official Plan (OP) Livable Oakville

While the OP was adopted in 2009, many challenges to the Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) remain outstanding. These challenges, primarily by developers, are of concern as they aim to weaken the adopted development guidelines. Your Board will continue to monitor these challenges. Livable Oakville has established our community’s desire to limit the scale of future development in Bronte, while acknowledging the need for an improved ‘village’ environment for residents and local business. Your Board will assist the Town in defending these characteristics at the OMB and at Planning and Development Committee meetings.

Bronte Mall Redevelopment

The Board remains committed to participating in the planning for this project.  At the developer’s request, a BVRA organized meeting was postponed until late 2010. This meeting was never rescheduled. The Town staff felt that the original plans would be reconfigured after the initial resistance to the density and height of the tower.  The status of the new Official Plan, Livable Oakville, is still not clear as the project was proposed prior to the enactment of the OP. It should be noted that the applicants for the original proposal were not the builders, but rather property owners who recognized the need for and potential of redeveloping this property. Due to the impact the development of such a large part of our village, your Board will advise the members of all statutory meetings and will continue to attempt to bring together the developers and our members.

Burloak Employment Lands (north of Rebecca St and east of Burloak Rd) 

Several parcels of these lands have begun grading and infrastructure connections. Your Board continues to desire appropriate development to create the most local jobs possible.  The Town’s Official Plan has been appealed to the OMB by several developers of these lands. The Town has recently settled with Great Lakes Marketplace Inc. prior to the OMB ruling. The result seems to provide adequate buffering and reasonable building footprints for the site. The Site Plan Approval process will provide greater information about the actual buildings and buffers. The agreement can be reached through the Town website. The BVRA will monitor the continuing development process and keep the members informed.
Lakeshore Woods School

The Halton District School Board indicates on their website that no new elementary school is planned for Lakeshore Woods as it would either be under utilized or draw students away from East view and Gladys Speers. Their intentions for their property rights in Lakeshore Woods remain however.

Palm Place/Ashford Terrace/Bluewater

The developer seemingly continues to experience difficulty selling these units and has not begun construction or applied for site plan amendments. The BVRA continues to believe that a better use for this land is still possible. The Mayor’s office advised last year that there is a two year limit on the site plan approval. We will remain active on this development.
Mayor’s “Community Leaders’ Roundtable”

With Mayor Burton’s re-election the Roundtable Breakfasts will continue. Board member John McMullen from the BVRA will participate in this informal gathering which looks at upcoming community interests.

2010 Municipal Elections

The BVRA hosted a well attended All Candidates Meeting two weeks prior to the election. The event, chaired by BVRA President Laurie McGinn, was very informative and ran smoothly. All of the candidates were pleased with the opportunity to provide the public with their platforms and to respond to questions from the BVRA and audience members. The BVRA will keep the questions asked and review them prior to the next election in order to monitor successes and failures.

Places of Worship

There is a proposal to grant places of worship some exemptions from zoning restrictions. This proposal is in the early stages of development and your Board will be involved with any public meetings in the future and will keep the members informed.

Oakville Harbour Development

Board member John McMullen is active in the discussions about Bronte Harbour planning. The BVRA believes that Bronte Harbour is an under utilized resource that has potential to define and protect the nature of our village. We will be involved with all public meetings and will advise members of developments.
Bronte Athletic Field

The renovations of the playing field are complete with no changes to the baseball diamond. Other improvements to Donovan Bailey Park and Bronte Athletic Field including removing the ball diamond in favour of parking remain ongoing with the opportunity for public input still pending. Your Board will act to protect the ball diamond and will participate in any public meeting dealing with these issues.
Moldenhauer Developments (2355/2379) Lakeshore Road

The proposed development of a senior’s residence at this address seems to be abandoned. The existing buildings have been renovated and the empty lot is now for sale. Of some concern are the listed heritage homes on Sovereign Street which were rumored to be a part of Moldenhauer’s original design. They are now reportedly owned by one individual and are currently rental properties. Your Board will keep an eye on any further developments on this street.
Petro-Can Corridor/Shell Park Trail

The upgrades of the trail system are complete and seem to resolve the flooding issue.  We will check again in the spring to ensure the drainage is working well.

3047 Lakeshore Road West

The building of these units is not progressing at this time. The OMB decision which permitted the proposed number of units was made on October 20, 2009.

Lakeshore Road Improvements

The improvements between Great Lakes Boulevard and Mississaga Street are to be completed in January 2011. After the inconvenience of construction, the improvements should make this section more efficient but does not address increased traffic congestion concerns. This remains a priority for our community.

Board Structure

The Annual General Meeting in May elected a new Board:

President - Laurie McGinn, Dale Walden - Website Officer, John McCallum - Membership Officer, John Leard - Corporate Secretary, and Lorraine Quast - Director at Large. In June, Heather Howard was appointed Vice President. 

Ward Newsletter

With the re-election of Councilor Robinson, we hope to maintain inclusion in the Ward 1 section of Council’s quarterly newsletter. 
Prepared by

John Leard

Corporate Secretary
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